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Canadian	Society	of	Biblical	Studies/Société	canadien	des	études	bibliques	

Annual	General	Meeting	
Congress	of	the	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities/Congrès	des	sciences	sociales	et	humanités	

Saturday,	May	27	2023	
York	University,	Toronto,	ON	

	
Attendees:	Matt	Thiessen	–	Philip	Yoo	–	Abby	Kulisz	–	Warren	Campbell	–	Laura	Kassar	–	
David	Miller	–	Eileen	Schuller	–	Steven	Muir	–	Mona	Tokarek	LaFosse	–	Hanna	Tervanotko	
–	Meredith	Warren	–	Sara	Parks	–	Matthew	Anderson	–	Ben	Frostod(?)	–	Yadi	Hu	–	E.	
Carolina	Holguing	–	Bruce	Worthington	–	Greg	Fewster	–	Ryan	Schellenberg	–	Brigidda	Bell	
–	Alicia	Batten	–	Colleen	Shantz	–	Erin	Runions	–	John	L.	McLaughlin	–	Connor	Kohot	–	Jon-
Philippe	Rahumuliza	–	John	Kloppernborg	–	Christina	Gousopoulos	–	Andrew	Krause	–	Glen	
Taylor	–	Ian	Wilson	–	Edward	Ho	–	Heather	MAcumber	–	Carmen	Palmer	–	Isaiah	
Nordhagen	–	Jihyung	Kim	–	Lissa	Wray	Beal	–	Mark	Boda	–	Christopher	Lortie	–	Tony	
Burke	–	Duston	Burlet	–	August	Konkel	–	Hanne	Leoland	Levinson	–	Bernard	M.	Levinson	–	
Terry	Donaldson	–	Katharine	Fitzgerald	–	Louis	E.	Colon	–	Judith	Newman	–	Laura	Hare	–	
Mark	Leuchter	
	
Land	Acknowledgement	(York	U’s	version	was	read)	
	
Agenda	approved		
	
Minutes	from	2022	AGM	need	to	be	approved	–	move	for	approval	–	SECONDED	–	
approved	
	
PRESIDENT’S	REPORT:	The	Executive	Committee	was	thanked	for	their	work	(members	
mentioned	by	name)	and	local	host	Tony	Burke	thanked	for	making	arrangements	at	York.	
Nominations	for	openings	were	encouraged.	Additionally	ongoing	response	on	the	report	
for	the	purpose/function	of	CSBS;	EDID	ad-hoc	committee	was	thanked	–	executive	
summary	of	the	EDID	report	was	read;	committee	recommended	fostering	culture	of	
transparency,	creating	program	committee	to	assist	prog	coordinator,	creating	task	group	
to	further	integrate	underrepresented	scholars/scholarship;	task	group	not	yet	form,	
members	were	encouraged	to	email	interest	to	Richard	Ascough	–	announcements:	1)	
papers	in	French	this	year,	sexuality	and	gender	session,	simultaneous	translation	on	the	
PowerPoints	into	English;	2)	women’s	scholars	lunch	at	noon	tomorrow.	
	
VP	REPORT:	Overseeing	of	nominations	for	vacant	positions;	one	vacant	position	(VP),	
nominee	for	this	year	is	Erin	Runions;	nominations	are	closed,	Erin	Runions	is	the	new	VP.	
	
COMMUNICATIONS	REPORT:	Three	pieces	of	information.	1)	Our	prior	email	server	was	
Mailchimp	but	numbers	have	grown	beyond	its	capacity,	so	the	listserve	has	been	moved	to	
Mailerlite;	47%	are	opening	the	emails	and	we	would	like	to	increase	the	effectiveness	of	
this	form	of	communication.	2)	Matt	has	continued	to	work	to	expand	social	media	activity	
(FB/Twitter);	currently	at	545	followers	on	Twitter;	741	followers	on	FB;	contact	Matt	for	
news	related	to	the	society	and	profession.	3)	At	last	year’s	AGM,	suggestion	made	to	make	
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all	Bulletins	and	programs	available	online…PDFs	of	Bulletins	and	programs	are	now	
available	online;	all	CSBS	archived	materials	were	digitized	at	Queens;	request	from	
membership	for	materials	pre-2012	for	possible	archiving.		
	
MEMBERSHIP	REPORT:	41	new	members	–	motion	to	admit	them,	seconded,	PASSED	–	
162	paid	members,	increase	from	last	year;	most	members	since	2018.	
FINANCIAL	REPORT:	SEE	ADDENDUM	1	FOR	DETAILS	–	anticipating	stable	finances	
(expenditures	and	revenues	are	roughly	equal)	–	final	numbers	available	in	fall	Bulletin.	
ENDOWMENT	REPORT:	SEE	ADDENDUM	2	FOR	DETAILS	–	funds	are	down	but	doing	
better	than	the	market	as	a	whole	–	encouragement	to	donate	to	various	funds	–	first	year	
Falconer	Award	has	been	given	out	–	questions	raised	about	costs	for	financial	advisor;	
expenses	will	be	listed	in	the	full	endowment	report	that	will	be	posted	in	the	Bulletin.		
	
SECRETARY	REPORT:	Nothing.	
	
STUDENT	LIASON	REPORT:	Student	members	encouraged	to	be	active	participants	in	the	
CSBS	community	–	student	session	was	lauded	as	a	success	(especially	the	cinnamon	babka	
made	available)	
	
ANNOUNCEMENT	OF	BOOK	AWARDS	FOR	2023:		1)	Scott	Award:	Hanne	Levinson	
(Death	Wish	in	the	Hebrew	Bible:	Rhetorical	Strategies	for	Survival);	2)	Beare	Award:	Sara	
Parks,	Shayna	Sheinfeld,	Meredith	Warren	(Jewish	and	Christian	Women	in	the	Ancient	
Mediterranean)	–	reminder	than	nominations	are	open	for	the	next	round,	nominations	go	
to	Matt	Thiessen.	
	
Comment:	in	the	past	a	motion	was	made	to	accept/receive	reports	–	QUESTION:	why	no	
announcement	of	the	Wagner	award?	ANSWER:	clarification	on	why	there	was	no	Wagner	
award…no	nominations.	Call	for	motion	to	accept	reports.		Motion	made;	seconded	–	
MOTION	PASSES	
	
All	those	in	favor	of	adjournment	–	MEETING	ADJOURNED.	
	
ADDENDUM	1	
CSBS	Membership	Report,	May	27,	2023	
	
1.	New	Members	
In	the	2022-2023	year,	41	new	members	joined	CSBS.	
	
Name	 	 	 	 Membership	Type	 	 	 Nominator	
Anicet	Bassilua	Nzuzi	 Student	 	 	 	 Laura	Hare	
Jacob	Beebe	 	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Judith	Newman	
Roxanne	Bélanger	Sarrazi	 Contract	 	 	 	 Tony	Burke	
Kathrin	Breimayer	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Judith	Newman	
Stephen	Chun	Yi	Choi	 Student	 	 	 	 Mark	Boda	
Cristiana	Conti	 	 Contract	 	 	 	 Carl	Ehrlich	
Andrew	Dvoracek	 	 Full	 	 	 	 	 Carmen	Imes	
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Eduardo	Folster	Eli	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Laura	Hare	
Emily	Jane	Gathergood	 Full	 	 	 	 	 Matthew	Thiessen	
Jen	Gilbertson	 	 Full	 	 	 	 	 Laura	Hare	
Isaac	Ginter	 	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Paul	Evans	
Christina	Gousopoulos	 Student	 	 	 	 John	Kloppenborg	
Daniel	Heck	 	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Ryan	Schellenberg	
Edward	Ho	 	 	 Full	 	 	 	 	 Matthew	Thiessen	
Carolina	Holguin	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Mark	Boda	
Yadi	Hu	 	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Mark	Boda	
Farhan	Iqbal	 	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Adele	Reinhartz	
Rob	James	 	 	 Full	 	 	 	 	 John	Martens	
Robert	Jones	 	 	 Full	 	 	 	 	 Matthew	Thiessen	
Jihyung	Kim	 	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Cynthia	Westfall	Long	
Sungshin	Kim		 	 Student	 	 	 	 August	Konkel	
Connor	Kokot		 	 Student	 	 	 	 Judith	Newman	
Matthijs	Kronemeijer	 Contract	 	 	 	 Laura	Hare	
Abby	Kulisz	 	 	 Full	 	 	 	 	 Laura	Hare	
Justin	Lam	 	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Ian	Scott	
Isabelle	Lemelin	 	 Contract	 	 	 	 Anne	Létourneau	
Hanne	Loeland	Levinson	 Full	 	 	 	 	 Bernard	Levinson	
Felix	Percy	Longdon	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Adele	Reinhartz	
Denley	McIntosh	 	 Full	 	 	 	 	 Cynthia	Westfall	Long	
Lynn	Mills	 	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Harry	Maier	
Isaiah	Nordhagen	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Marion	Taylor	
Adulin	Prophete	 	 Contract	 	 	 	 Laura	Hare	
Matthew	Quintana	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Mark	Boda	
Walker	Rhea	 	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Seth	Sanders	
Jon-Philippe	Ruhumuliza	 Student	 	 	 	 John	Kloppenborg	
Jeremy	Schipper	 	 Full	 	 	 	 	 Judith	Newman	
Kyle	Schofield	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Daniel	Machiela	
Samuel	Stewart	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Judith	Newman	
Olivier	Roy-Turgeon		 Student	 	 	 	 Anne	Létourneau	
Lily	Vuong	 	 	 Full	 	 	 	 	 Tony	Burke	
Hyelin	Yoon	 	 	 Student	 	 	 	 Marion	Taylor	
	
2.	Notes	
There	are	currently	162	paid-up	members,	of	whom	153	paid	their	membership	fees	since	
September	1,	2022	(i.e.,	in	the	current	fiscal	year).	This	is	a	fairly	significant	increase	
compared	to	last	year:	at	this	time	last	year,	there	were	143	paid-up	members.	The	
difference	is	in	the	number	of	new	members.	There	have	been	41	new	members	this	year,	
compared	with	22	last	year.		
	
The	numbers	this	year	are	encouraging	as	we	have	more	members	than	we	have	had	any	
year	since	2018,	when	CSBS	had	192	active	members	(170	renewals	and	22	new	
members).	
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ADDENDUM	2	
CSBS	Financial	Report,	May	27,	2023	
1. Finances:	General	and	Restricted	Funds	
The	General	Fund	covers	all	of	the	Society’s	annual	operating	costs,	while	the	Restricted	
Funds	cover	specifically	designated	expenses,	such	as	book	awards	and	student	prizes.	The	
Society	pays	for	all	of	its	annual	operating	costs	and	Restricted	Funds	expenses	from	an	
account	with	Royal	Bank,	which,	as	of	May	26th,	has	a	balance	of	$33576,56.	An	
approximate	explanation	of	the	society’s	2022-2023	General	Funds	and	Restricted	Funds	
thus	far	is	laid	out	in	the	two	charts	below:	Statement	of	Income	(Fig.	1);	and	Statement	of	
Expenses	(Fig.	2).	Our	fiscal	year	runs	from	September	1	to	August	31.	
As	the	charts	make	clear,	at	the	moment	we	have	an	excess	of	revenue	over	expenses	in	the	
General	Fund	of	about	$2000;	however,	there	are	a	number	of	expenditures	that	are	yet	to	
be	made;	mainly	relating	to	executive	travel.	I	anticipate	that	we	will	end	up	with	
approximately	equal	revenue	and	expenses;	the	final	financial	report	will	be	available	in	
the	2023	bulletin.	Our	financial	position	this	year	is	strong	due	to	a	few	factors:	because	
several	members	of	the	executive	live	in	or	near	Toronto,	executive	travel	expenditures	are	
low;	the	presence	of	Congress	in	Toronto	has	attracted	more	members	to	pay	their	dues	
and	register	for	the	conference;	and	we	are	continuing	with	having	a	reception	rather	than	
a	banquet.	
In	recent	years,	it	has	been	the	practice	to	transfer	about	$2500-$3000	from	the	
Endowment	Fund	to	the	bank	account	to	help	cover	the	deficit	in	the	operating	budget.	This	
year,	like	last	year,	we	have	deemed	this	transfer	to	be	unnecessary.	
	
2.	Charts	(on	next	page)	
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Figure	1:	Statement	of	Income	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Income: Sept. 1, 2022 to May 27, 2023
2021-2022

General Fund:
Membership Dues # $/pp $$$ Total:
    - Full members 61 98.20$    5,990.20$   59
    - Full no SR 15 77.20$    1,158.00$   14
    - Contract 10 36.75$    367.50$      7
    - Contract no SR 2 25.90$    51.80$        4
    - Retired 18 36.75$    661.50$      19
    - Retired no SR 1 25.90$    25.90$        0
    - Student 39 36.75$    1,433.25$   22
    - Student no SR 7 25.90$    181.30$      13

    - Total: 153 9,869.45$   9,869.45$   9,868.90$      
Conference Registration 4,675.00$   1,410.00$      

Total Income General Fund: 14,544.45$ 11,278.90$    

Restricted Funds:

Dietmar Neufeld Travel Fund 1,050.00$   1,617.00$      
Falconer 3,500.00$   3,500.00$      
Craigie Lecture Sponsors
     -The Federation -$           
     -CSPS -$           
     -CCSR -$           

     -Craigie Total: -$           -$           
General Endowment 263.25$      289.61$         
Beare Award -$           -$               
Founders Prize -$           
Jeremias Prize -$           
R.B.Y. Scott Award -$           
Total Income Restricted Funds: 4,813.25$   5,406.61$      
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Figure	2:	Statement	of	Expenses	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Expenses: Sept. 1, 2022 to May 27, 2023 2021-2022

General Fund Total: Total:

Accounting 3,412.50$     3,255.00$      
Bank Charges and Interac Fees 41.25$          60.00$           
PayPal Fees 204.53$        217.67$         
Canadahelps.org Fee 120.00$        120.00$         
Conference Expenses 395.50$        172.71$         
CSBS Reception 3,090.45$     -$               
Executive Travel and Dinner 496.65$        -$               
Federation Dues 1,347.72$     1,197.00$      
Office, Printing, Postage 42.00$          166.98$         
Website 960.00$        960.00$         
Student Lunch 400.00$        -$               
CCSR  Subscription 1,990.00$     2,195.00$      

Total Expenses: 12,500.60$   8,344.36$      

General Fund Total: Income minus Expenses 2,043.85$     2,934.54$      

Restricted Funds:
Breakdown Total: Spent

   -Prize money 500.00$       
   -Travel

   -Student Awards Total: 500.00$        
Book Awards 1,000.00$     1,000.00$      
Wagner Award -$             
Falconer Award 1,500.00$     
D Neufeld Travel Award -$             

Restricted Funds Total Expenses 3,000.00$     1,000.00$      
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Income:	Sept.	1,	2022	to	Aug.	31,	
2023	 		 		 		 		 		 		

		 		 		 		 		 		 		
	2021-
2022		 		

		 General	Fund:	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
		 Membership	Dues	 #	 	$/pp		 	$$$		 	Total:		 		 	 		

		 				-	Full	members	 65	
	
$98.20		 	$	6,383.00		 	 		 59	 		

		 				-	Full	no	SR	 17	
	
$77.20		 	$	1,312.40		 	 		 14	 		

		 				-	Contract	 10	
	
$36.75		 	$					367.50		 	 		 7	 		

		 				-	Contract	no	SR	 2	
	
$25.90		 	$						51.80		 	 		 4	 		

		 				-	Retired	 20	
	
$36.75		 	$					735.00		 	 		 19	 		

		 				-	Retired	no	SR	 2	
	
$25.90		 	$						51.80		 	 		 0	 		

		 				-	Student	 41	
	
$36.75		 	$	1,506.75		 	 		 22	 		

		 				-	Student	no	SR	 7	
	
$25.90		 	$					181.30		 	 		 13	 		

		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		

		 				-	Total:	 164	 	
	
$10,589.55		

	
$10,589.55		 		 	$	9,868.90		 		

		 Conference	Registration	 	 	 	$4,854.00		 	$4,854.00		 		 	$	1,410.00		 		
		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
		 Total	Income	General	Fund:	 		 		 		 $15,443.55		 		 $11,278.90		 		
		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
		 Restricted	Funds:	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
		 Dietmar	Neufeld	Travel	Fund	 	 	 	 	$1,050.00		 		 	$1,617.00		 		
		 Falconer	 	 	 	 	$3,500.00		 		 	$3,500.00		 		
		 Craigie	Lecture	Sponsors	 	 	 	 	 		 	 		
		 					-The	Federation	 	 	 	$											-				 	 		 	 		
		 					-CSPS	 	 	 	$											-				 	 		 	 		
		 					-CCSR	 	 	 	$											-				 	 		 	 		
		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
		 					-Craigie	Total:	 	 	 	$											-				 	$											-				 		 	 		
		 General	Endowment	 	 	 	 	$			263.25		 		 	$			289.61		 		
		 Beare	Award	 	 	 	 	$											-				 		 	$											-				 		
		 Founders	Prize	 	 	 	 	$											-				 		 	 		
		 Jeremias	Prize	 	 	 	 	$											-				 		 	 		
		 R.B.Y.	Scott	Award	 	 	 	 	$											-				 		 	 		
		 Total	Income	Restricted	Funds:	 		 		 		 	$4,813.25		 		 	$5,406.61		 		
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  Expenses: Sept. 1, 2022 to Aug. 31, 2023      2021-2022    
             
  General Fund    Total:     Total:    
              
  Accounting   $  3,412.50     $ 3,255.00    
  Bank Charges and Interac Fees   $       72.00     $      60.00    
  PayPal Fees   $     231.08     $    217.67    
  Canadahelps.org Fee   $     120.00     $    120.00    
  Conference Expenses   $     395.50     $    172.71    
  CSBS Reception   $  3,090.45     $             -      
  Executive Travel and Dinner   $  1,087.21     $             -      
  Federation Dues   $  1,347.72     $ 1,197.00    
  Office, Printing, Postage   $       42.00     $    166.98    
  Website   $     960.00     $    960.00    
  Student Lunch   $     235.34     $             -      
  CCSR Subscription   $ 1,990.00     $ 2,195.00    
              
  Total Expenses:    $12,983.80     $ 8,344.36    
              
  General Fund Total: Income minus Expenses  $2,459.75     $ 2,934.54    
              
  Restricted Funds:           
     Breakdown   Total:     Spent    
  Craigie Lecture        
              
     -Craigie total (restricted)   $              -         
  Student Awards        
     -Prize money  $ 500.00        
     -Travel        
              
     -Student Awards Total:   $     500.00       
  Book Awards   $  1,000.00     $ 1,000.00    
  Wagner Award   $              -         
  Falconer Award   $  1,500.00       
  D Neufeld Travel Award   $  1,246.11       
              
  Restricted Funds Total Expenses  $  4,246.11     $ 1,000.00    
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3.	Endowment	Report	(from	Bob	Derrenbacker)	
	
Endowment	Committee	Members:	Robert	Derrenbacker	(Chair),	Richard	Ascough,	Mark	
Leuchter	(CSBS	Executive	Secretary),	Michele	Murray,	Laura	Hare	(CSBS	Treasurer),	
Wayne	McCready	(Past	Chair,	non-voting)	
	
The	endowment	for	the	Canadian	Society	of	Biblical	Studies	(CSBS)	is	divided	into	two	
different	funds:	The	Inaugural	Endowment	Fund	(established	in	1998)	and	the	Falconer	
Endowment	Fund	(established	in	2018).	The	total	current	market	value	for	both	
endowment	funds	is	$317,943	(as	of	15	May	2023).		Both	the	Inaugural	Endowment	funds	
and	the	Falconer	Endowment	funds	have	been	invested	through	Research	Capital	
Corporation	(formerly	Mackie	Research	Capital	Corporation),	but	have	recently	been	
moved	to	Acumen	Capital	to	follow	our	financial	advisor,	Frank	Walker.	
	
The	Endowment	Committee	reports	on	the	Endowment	Portfolio	to	the	CSBS	Executive	
twice	annually	(January/February	and	May).	
	
The	Inaugural	Endowment	has	two	primary	objectives:	
	

1. to	assist	in	providing	a	sustainable	financial	base	for	Society	initiatives	through	an	
endowment	

2. to	make	funds	available	on	an	annual	basis	–	through	earned	income	from	
investments	–	for	Society	expenses	(determined	by	the	Treasurer	and	the	CSBS	
Executive)	

	
The	Inaugural	Endowment	reflects	a	30-year	rolling	plan	investment	strategy.	Specifically,	
the	portfolio	has	the	following	primary	categories	of	investment	(current	market	values	
provided	for	15	May	2023,	with	a	total	value	of	$244,862):	
	

1. Fixed	Income	(including	cash/cash	equivalents):	 $63,131	(26%)	
2. Mutual	Funds:	 	 	 	 	 $28,269	(11%)	
3. Common	Stock	Equities:	 	 	 	 $154,188	(63%)	

	
From	1998	to	15	May	2023	the	market	value	of	the	portfolio	increased	by	approximately	
300%	from	the	original	investment	of	$56,425	for	an	annual	growth	of	approximately	13%	
over	23	years.	In	addition,	approximately	$97,000	has	been	earned	during	that	period	
through	investment	income	to	meet	Society	expenses	or	to	be	re-invested.		
	
Importantly,	the	Society’s	modified	dividend	growth	investment	strategy	means	that	
annual	dividend	income	from	the	common	stock	equities	portion	of	the	portfolio	is	
projected	to	be	$7,824	for	2022.	
	
The	Falconer	Endowment	Fund	(established	2018)	was	created	to	provide	support	for	a	
short-term	research	project	($1,500/year).	As	of	15	May	2023,	the	market	value	of	this	
endowment	was	$72,355	as	indicated	below,	with	a	projected	income	of	$2,809.		
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1. Fixed	Income	(including	money	market	fund/cash):	 $3,396	(4.5%)		
2. Common	Stock	Equities:	 	 	 	 	 $64,737	(89.5%)		
3. Alternative	Equities	(Auto-Callable	Notes):	 	 $4,222	(6%)		
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